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The Circuit Rider Published March 27, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 24:1-12
New International Version (NIV)

He Has Risen

24 On the first day of the week, very early in the 
morning, the women took the spices they had pre-
pared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, 
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 
gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the 
men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told 
you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified 
and on the third day be raised again.’”  8 Then they remembered his words.
 
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magda-
lene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe 
the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, 
he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• April 11, 2013 (Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at the Tupelo District 
Rally at 6:00 p.m. Tupelo First United Methodist 
Church in Tupelo, Mississippi will facilitate the event.

• April 14, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker at the 190th Church Anniversary of Philadelphia First United Methodist 
Church in Philadelphia, Mississippi. The celebration will begin at 10:00 a.m.

Bishop’s Personal Promise  
on Domestic Violence
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

In 1968, Bishop James Swanson, Sr. was 18 years-old 
when his mother’s life tragically ended. His stepfather —
an alcoholic—killed her when she refused to give him 
money for booze.

After that, Swanson pledged to grow up and be part of the solution to end and bring awareness to domestic violence. In 2006, 
Swanson received an email that reminded him of his promise. The message narrated thoughts of a domestic violence victim from 
her grave.

“Most of my life I thought I was never in a position to make a differ-
ence concerning domestic violence until 2006,” said Swanson, who was 
serving as Bishop of the Holston Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church when he read the story. So, with a heavy heart he 
disclosed his grief in a memo to the church.

“I was shocked by the response I got so many emails and letters from 
people saying they wanted to do something to help so I decided to 
form a Bishop’s Task Force on domestic violence,” he explained.

Swanson is planning to advocate against abuse in Mississippi where he 
is the new resident Bishop for the Mississippi Annual Conference.

“God wants us to be concerned about people who cannot defend 
themselves and as a church we need to find a way to speak to that and 
empower people so that they open their mouths and speak out against 
domestic violence,” he said.

Because of his personal experience, it was no surprise that Swanson agreed to an interview on the topic for a pilot television pro-
gram titled, “Mississippi Lawmen.” The show will feature Mississippi efforts to fight crime and support victims of it. Ginger Gris-
som, the executive director of the United Methodist-funded, Wesley House Community Center for victims of abuse in Meridian, 
asked Bishop Swanson to participate. The producer of the show, Wayne Burns is a photojournalist for the ABC affiliate in Merid-
ian and the host of “Outdoors Allstars” that airs on Direct TV.   He said Swanson’s presence was needed.

“Bishop is on the right track. He’s all about families—he’s about children working together in a Godly manner, helping people 
who are hurting right now, and that is what we want the viewers to see,” said Burns.

Burns is meeting with local Mississippi ABC affiliates about airing “Mississippi Lawmen” this fall 2013. Thus far, no one has made 
him any promises but at least he has helped one man keep his promise to break the silence on abuse.   

Wayne Burns films Bishop Swanson for show about 
domestic violence.
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MY MSUMC App to Connect Conference 
By Jasmine Haynes, Web and Social Media Specialist
The Mississippi United Methodist Conference will soon premiere the MY 
MSUMC mobile application dedicated to keep even the most tech-savvy 
and on-the-go audiences informed and in sync with the United Methodist 
Church happenings in Mississippi.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM 
news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a 
unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer 
requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments 
via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a compre-
hensive list of district contact information and even directions from the 
user’s current location-all from a mobile smart phone.

Christian e-commerce website company, Buy From A Christian (BFAC) 
collaborated with the Mississippi United Methodist Conference on a text 
messaging project as a step towards developing a real-time communica-
tion network.  

According to connectional ministries and communications director, Rev. 
Steve Casteel, communications is on a whole new path. “I never dreamed 
BFAC would aid us in obtaining a grant to help us build an app,” said 
Casteel.

The communications team is working diligently to make sure that there 
are no hiccups or inconsistencies in functionality among the various net-
works before making the app available. “I am so proud of the work Tamica 
and Jasmine have done,” said Casteel. “We have increased our capacity to 
connect with our conference exponentially.”

The MY MSUMC app is compatible with the iPhone, Android, Galaxy 
and Blackberry platforms. The app is set to release before the Mississippi Annual Conference in June.   

Name Change: Lay Speaking  Ministries to Lay Servant Ministries
By Sandy Jackson, General Board of Discipleship
In 2012, the General Conference of The United Methodist Church approved legislation to change the name of Lay Speaking Min-
istries to Lay Servant Ministries. For several quadrennia, various name changes had been proposed--none of which adequately 
described the role of this leadership development program.

The term ‘servant’ was chosen because it best describes what Jesus told his disciples in John 13 after He performed the duties of 
the lowliest servant. All should be honored to serve as the Lord and Savior did. Christians are called to live out discipleship as 
servants in leadership.

There is no change in the process of becoming a local church or certified ‘lay servant’ from the ‘lay speaker’ process. There was, 
however, a role of lay speaker added to the program that includes specific preparation and accountability processes.

Lay speakers meet the requirements as listed for certified lay servants. In addition, all must complete the following required 
courses after the basic course: Discovering Spiritual Gifts, Planning Worship, Leading Prayer, Preaching, Living Our United Meth-
odist Beliefs and United Methodist Polity.

ABC to Broadcast United Methodist Easter Service 
United Methodist News Service 
ABC-TV will broadcast an Easter Sunday service on March 31 taped at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood, Kansas. Check local listings for broadcast time. The service, featuring the church’s choir and orchestra, includes a mes-
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sage, “Your Defining Story,” by the Rev. Adam Hamilton, senior pastor. Hamilton, a denominational leader and the author of 13 
books, delivered the 2013 National Prayer Service message following the Inauguration of President Barack Obama.  

Ancient Traditions Still Influence Easter 
By Barbara Dunlap-Berg, United Methodist News Service
Christians journeying through Holy Week may be surprised to learn how some Eas-
ter traditions have evolved over the centuries. How did Easter get its name? Why are 
baptisms often included in services that day? What is the significance of wearing new 
clothes on Easter Sunday?

It was not until the eighth century A.D. that Christians started using the word “Eas-
ter” to describe a day set aside to celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection. The name originally 
had been used in reference to a festival honoring Eastre, the Teutonic goddess of light 
and spring—whose symbol, by the way, was an egg.

“In the early period, and even still today, it could be argued that Easter was the most important day on the church calendar,” said 
the Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards, director of worship resources at the United Methodist Board of Discipleship.

And like modern times, Easter wasn’t just another day. “There was the celebration of the Resurrection, beginning with an all-
night Great Vigil,” Burton-Edwards said.

The vigil continued until the early-morning baptisms and culminated with a celebration of communion, with those newly bap-
tized receiving first.

New Clothes
The Rev. Safiyah Fosua, who directs transformational preaching ministries at the 
Board of Discipleship, said the idea of wearing new clothes on Easter is an old prac-
tice that has lost its meaning. New converts, she noted, wore their white baptismal 
robes around town for a week to symbolize their new life in Christ. “In subsequent 
years, those converts would not put the white robe back on but would wear new 
clothes to symbolize their participation in new life in Christ.”

So why do many people think they must have new clothes every Easter? Burton-
Edwards suspects our “Easter-industrial complex” is a product of contemporary 
advertising to make us think we should buy such things for Easter.  

“Easter is still a huge feast day for the church worldwide,” he said.

However, he doesn’t believe that “not having a thing to wear” keeps people out of 
church on Easter or any other Sunday. “They’ll come (or not) because they want 
to or are invited to come. It seems to me that the business of feeling like one has to 
have special clothes or new clothes for the occasion or else not come may be more an 
artifact of certain regions or social groups.”   

Easter Baptisms Common
Baptisms have been a part of Easter since at least the second century, he noted. Even 
today, Easter is the primary day for baptisms in the Christian year. At some point, it 
may have been the only day for them.

“What we know from this early period,” Burton-Edwards said, “is that in some places, persons would have been baptized early 
in the morning, naked, and then clothed in a white robe—a parallel to the white-robed martyrs who appear in Revelation, and a 
sign of both purity and resurrection.”

White is the color most associated with the Resurrection of Christ and the Sundays of Easter through Pentecost, he added.

“The association (of Easter) with baptism is ancient,” Burton-Edwards said, “and is deeply connected with the development of 
Lent as a full 40 days by the fourth century as a final period of special and more intense preparation of candidates for baptism. 
Their overall candidacy period (called the ‘catechumenate’) would have typically lasted at least three years. Lent was the ‘home-
stretch’ of this time,” he continued.

A UMNS photo courtesy of  
The Methodist Church in Cuba.

A UMNS web-only photo courtesy of Harry Leake.
Traditionally, families have donned 
their best spring clothes for Easter 
Sunday. 



Welcoming Most Important
And, Burton-Edwards contends, welcoming people is most important. “I see almost no value in thinking that by dressing down 
or dressing as if Easter were just another Sunday, we’re doing much of anything in the way of either welcome or evangelism,” he 
said. “Welcome is far more about how we treat people than what we or they wear.”

Fosua echoes that perspective. “Today, it might be more meaningful for a congregation to engage in some form of ministry that 
would demonstrate new life than to symbolize new life in clothing.”

She suggests ministries of mercy on Easter Sunday—“distributing food or clothing to communities in need, or Easter celebrations 
in public places with the homeless or with those distant from the stained glass.”

Share Mississippi Easter Memories
Children and youth are often taught to celebrate the risen Savior through acting 
in Easter skits or memorizing speeches. Share your most treasured memories of 
church members, family and friends by submitting photos and videos no longer 
than one minute to  news@mississippi-umc.org. Past and present photos and 
videos of Easter frocks, kids reciting Easter speeches and Easter skits are wel-
come. Make sure to visit the conference facebook page to see if your submission 
was published.. 

Women’s Self Defense Training
By Cynthia Laird,  
Senatobia District Communicator      
On Thursday, March 21, 2013, Pleasant Hill United 
Methodist Church in Olive Branch hosted a Women’s 
Self Defense Training led by Clay Morton and Lorri 
Porter. The trainers helped the class identify how at-
tackers generally target their victims and explained the best practices to avoid being in situa-
tions where one is susceptible to an assault.

Further instruction focused on how to respond if attacked and the class practiced defensive 
techniques that are effective in avoiding harm and improving chances of survival. Partici-
pants said that the training was very helpful and the knowledge gained could save a life. At 
the conclusion of the session, Nancy Stone, Willie Stone and Lisa Price read scripture and 
shared a devotional.  

Church Bell Ringing Honoring 
Medgar Evers June 12 
The Mississippi Religious Leadership Conference is 
planning a special time of remembrance and reflec-
tion on June 12. The MRLC is encouraging houses of 
worship, educational institutions and public facilities to 
join in a solemn ringing of bells for 30 seconds at 12:00 
p.m. and then at 12:30 p.m., conduct a joyous pealing of their bells for 30 seconds to celebrate Medgar Evers’ legacy and promote 
reconciliation.
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From left to right:  Ruth Joyner defending herself  
as her daughter, Lorri Porter, poses as an attacker.



June 12, 2013, is being designated as an “International Day of Remembrance” to honor the life and 
legacy of Medgar Evers, and to remember history with honesty and compassion with a commitment 
to seeking understanding, equity and reconciliation across all lines of difference that separate us as 
members of the human race.

A commemorative celebration will be held in the Art Garden of the Mississippi Museum of Art in 
Jackson from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on June 12. The event includes tolling of bells, readings music 
and prayers from different faith traditions.
For more information contact Dr. Susan M. Glisson, executive director of the Winter Institute at 662-
915-6734 or visit www.winterinstitute.org.

Apply Now for Annual Conference Awards
The office of Connectional Ministries seeks to recognize churches, groups and individuals in the Mississippi United Methodist 
Conference that are redefining what it means to be light in a dying world. Feel free to nominate those who are shining brightly in 
the below mentioned categories:

Denman Evangelism Awards                                               
The Harry Denman Evangelism Awards honor people whose lives exemplify the teaching of Christ and the Great Commission. 
The conference will recognize one youth, one lay person and one clergy person each year. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.
org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain applications. 

Emma K. Elzy Award
The Emma K. Elzy Award encourages reconciliation by honoring an individual, group or institution that has shown outstanding 
achievement in race relations in the state of Mississippi. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain the 
application.     

Nominations for the above mentioned awards are due April 29, 2013 and should be mailed to The Mississippi Conference Of-
fice; Attn: Connectional Ministry; 320-C Briarwood Drive; Jackson, MS 39206.  

Tobias Gibson Award
The Commission on Archives & History is now accepting nominations for its annual Tobias Gibson Award.  The recipient of this 
award will have made significant contributions to the preservation of the history of Methodism in the Mississippi Conference 
within the last year. Nominees must be a living person and able to be present at 2013 Annual Conference to receive the award.  
Submissions for nominees are due by April 8, 2013. For an application and more information, call Debra McIntosh at the J.B. 
Cain Archives at 601-974-1077.

Healthy Church Award 
The beneficiary of the Healthy Church Award will have promoted health ministries, activities and programs in and with the 
congregations of the Annual Conference.  The application deadline is May 15, 2012. Please mail complete applications to The 
Mississippi Conference Office; Attn: Connectional Ministry; 320 C Briarwood Drive; Jackson, MS 39206. Go to http://www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain the application.  

The awards will be presented at the 2013 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.

Mission Marketplace to Benefit UM Missions
Annual Conference will host a new silent auction called the Mission Marketplace. 
All proceeds from this auction will be evenly distributed to the 11 districts for 
preselected mission programs.

Churches are asked to donate one item for the silent auction. Each church is re-
sponsible for bringing their donated items to Annual Conference.  Each item must 
be photographed and given a description to submit for the online auction site. 

To submit auction items or for questions, churches should contact their district 
mission secretary through the district office. The deadline for item submissions is 
April 10, 2013, so please push Mission Marketplace in your congregations as soon 
as possible. 
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Medgar Evers, 
civil rights activist



Continuing Education Opportunity Sponsored by Tupelo District
Earn a half credit CEU through the Center of Ministry by attending “Developing a Prayer Ministry for Your Church: Experienc-
ing Listening Prayer.” The seminar is from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 5, 2013.

Teaching will include supporting worship in prayer, encouraging people to pray for others and learning to listen to God in prayer. 
Rev. Timothy Jones, Pastor of St. Luke UMC in Louisville, Kentucky and Adjunct Professor from Indiana Wesleyan University will 
be the instructor. Jones has taught over 200 on site and online courses. He has been an instructor in Listening Prayer at the United 
Methodist Seminary in Russia. Jones has an undergraduate degree in speech and theater from Florida Southern University and a 
master’s degree of divinity from Candler School of Theology.

A donation of at least $20 is encouraged. Lunch is included and all are welcome to attend. It could be life-changing! This work-
shop will be hosted by Cornerstone United Methodist Church at 1601 President Avenue in Tupelo, Mississippi. For more infor-
mation call 601-844-4500.

The seminar will be followed by a community prayer event on Friday, April 5, at 7:00 p.m. with Rev. Tim Jones; Beth Lewis from 
Asbury Seminary; Jeff Rogers, Founder of House of Prayer in Louisville, Kentucky and worship leader, Julie Fouch.  

Christ UMC Hosts Seventh Annual ‘Tablescapes’
View over 40 beautifully decorated tables, enjoy delicious food, and bid on silent auction items at the seventh annual ‘Tablescapes’ 
event.  The United Methodist Women of Christ UMC will host ‘Tablescapes’ on Tuesday, April 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
All proceeds benefit UMW programs for women and children.  Tickets are $10 per person and are available now or at the door.  
For groups of eight or more, please contact the church in advance.  To purchase tickets and for more details call 601-956-6974. 

Camp Wesley Pines April Free-For-All
From 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. on April 6 and April 27, churches can experience many of the activities that will be available at Camp 
Wesley Pines this summer. The camp will offer canoeing, peddle boats, high ropes, low ropes, tower and zip line. New activities 
being offered include: archery, pottery, guitar, split oak basket weaving, raised bed gardening and nature crafts. 

Take a relaxing walk on the prayer trail.  Small church groups are welcome to a great FREE DAY at Camp Wesley Pines! Make res-
ervations by calling 601-892-2341 at least one week in advance in order to enjoy the festivities. Hotdog or hamburger lunches will 
be served and the canteen will be open for snacks.  Come and celebrate Camp Wesley Pines. It’s not just a place, it’s an experience! 
Get outdoors and get into Christ!

Tennessee Summer Youth Mission Trip at the Mountain T.O.P.
Mountain T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project) will run one week for rising sixth through eighth graders (junior high students) 
from June 4-8. Youth 13 years of age or going into the eighth grade (senior high school students) will participate in camps for all 
other weeks in June and July. All campers participate in helping families in our eight-county service area through minor home 
repair or day camp.

Fish Camp runs June 5-9. The cost is $160 per person. At Fish Camp, junior high students spend three days working on minor 
home repair projects. Morning devotionals, worksite devotionals, games, sharing and worship are facilitated by the staff.

Youth Summer Ministry runs Sunday-Saturday every week of June and July. During week 7, July 15-21, an additional camp is 
held at Martin Methodist College. At Martin Methodist College, campers stay in the college dorms and eat in the college dining 
hall.

All YSM campers can work for five days on minor home repair projects or can work with children ages six through 11 in our day 
camp program. The cost for senior high school students is $325 or $375 depending on the selected week of attendance.

Email betsy@mountain-top.org for more information or call 931-692-3999 and visit www.mountain-top.org to see the applica-
tion.

YSM Camp Weeks:

• Week 1: June 2nd-8th
• Week 2: June 9th-15th
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• Week 3: June 16th-22nd**
• Week 5: July 1-7**
• Week 7: July 15-21**
• Week 7: July 15-21 (MARTIN METHODIST)
• Week 8: July 22-28 
**Day Camp offered

Minister emeritus, Elder Rev. Eddie Roberts at Green-
wood First UMC, was hospitalized at Greenwood 
Leflore Hospital with congestive heart failure. He is 
improving; however, please remember Rev. Eddie and 
Miriam in your prayers.

Rev. David Malone’s father passed away.  Rev. Malone 
serves Piney Grove and Maple Springs in Louisville, 
Mississippi. Funeral arrangements are incomplete at this time. 

Funeral arrangements for Carlene Brownlee will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 28, 2013 at Pleasant Grove Pooles 
Baptist Church in West Point, Mississippi.  Carlene is the sister of Rev. Linda Dixon, senior pastor at Bentley Chapel UMC and 
associate pastor at Main Street UMC in Hattiesburg. The church’s office telephone number is 662-494-8562. Please continue to 
remember this family in your prayers.

Barbecue  Shrimp 
1 pound butter, melted
5 cloves garlic, minced
Generous amount of salt
Generous amount of pepper
Generous amount of paprika
5 tablespoons Worcestershire
2 teaspoons Tabasco
Juice of 2 lemons
5 pounds headless shrimp
Mix all sauce ingredients in baking pan. Add shrimp and bake at 300 degrees for approximately one hour. Stir frequently, 
keeping shrimp basted with sauce. Serve in individual bowls with French bread for dipping in sauce.

 – By Eddie Conger in “Feed My Sheep” published by the United Methodist Women of Madison St. Matthew’s UMC

Employment Opportunities
• Part-time Organist  Long Beach First United Methodist Church seeks a part-time organist. The postion requires play-
ing at two Sunday-morning services each week, occasional Wednesday evening rehearsals. Easter & Christmas services also 
required. Traditional service, salary negotiable.

Send resumes only to: Long Beach First United Methodist Church, 208 Pine Street, Long Beach, MS 39560 or email to: 
fumclb@cableone.net.
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Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so 
share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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